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The Clinton Soccer Teams Claim a 
Groundbreaking Victory!

BY: LOLA HOROWITZ

 The Clinton girls’ and 
boys’ soccer teams won their 
Public School Athletic League 
championship matches on 
Tuesday, November 14th. 
Classmates and faculty left 
school early to cheer the teams 
on at Randall’s Island. 
 The girls, coached 
by Ms. Yaeger, performed 
phenomenally this season, 
remaining undefeated with 
over 125 goals. While their 
winning streak was gratify-
ing, it led them into the finals 
blind. The Clinton girls hadn’t 
played against quality oppo-
nents until their championship 
against Eleanor Roosevelt High 
School. Their lack of practice 
against actual competition in 
their division raised the stakes 
for the final match. Despite the 
practice players had received 
in their club leagues outside of 
school, a level of uncertainty in 
their abilities remained. In the 
previous year, the Clinton girls 
lost to Eleanor Roosevelt 1 – 0, 
but for this year’s champion-
ship match, they came trail-
blazing with a 4 – 0 win. The 
momentous 100th goal of their 
season was scored by Cristina 
Verma-Bonany, a junior, and 
the first goal against Eleanor 
Roosevelt was achieved by 
Sofia Tokarczyk, a senior cap-
tain of the soccer team. For the 
coming year, Ms. Yaeger hopes 
to move the girls’ soccer team 
up two divisions from B to AA, 
the largest school size division. 
 The boys, coached by 
Mr. Stanton, began their season 
strongly with a 9 – 0 shutout 
against Bard High School, 
but the rest of the competition 

banners was a unique and spe-
cial accomplishment.” 
 For the team captains, 
the championship victory was 
especially momentous. “In the 
finals, every time we scored, 
the whole team celebrated 
together, and that attests to how 
bonded our team is,” remarked 
Sofia Tokarczyk, the senior 
girls’ captain alongside Arwen 
Browne and Penelope Harpin. 
“We made sure to keep our 
heads clear,” said Idriss Attard, 
the senior boys’ captain along-
side Connor Flores and Mat-
thew Hui. “Good performance 
from the team, great perfor-
mance from the midfield, solid 
performance from the backline, 
and even better performance 
from the strikers.”
 If there’s anything both 
teams share, it’s the palpable 
energy fueling players across 
the field. To get their blood 
pumping and spirits high, the 
boys would take a five-minute 
kneeled huddle before every 
game where captains would 
give motivational speeches. 
After a successful win, they 
would huddle up against and 
shout their “Hawks Ready” 
chant. The girls had unique 
traditions of their own. Aside 
from huddles and chants, the 
chair their coach would sit on 
during matches became a sym-
bol of their comradery. 
 As the soccer season 
comes to a close, Clinton will 
miss their graduating senior 
players and managers. Their 
legacies will forever be re-
membered in the 2023 champi-
onship victory, but promising 
underclassmen will set off on 
the field next year to set records 
of their own. 

was tough. Their road to the 
finals had some losses, but the 
hurdles they faced weren’t an 
impediment. Reassessing their 
approach in team formations, 
positioning of players, and pre-
paredness for games paved the 
way to the playoffs. In a match 
against Columbia Secondary 
School that went to overtime, 
the boys secured a 2 – 1 win 
that sent them into the semifi-
nals. They won 3 – 0 in their 
final match against the Institute 
for Collaborative Education. 
Two goals were scored by Sam 

Lamaze and one by Lorenzo 
Bulichelli, both senior players.
 When reflecting on their 
season, Mr. Stanton commem-
orated the boys’ performance. 
“I liked the dedication a lot of 
them had to coming to early 
practices and their comradery 
as a team. They really sup-
ported each other and made it 
something very positive and 
affirming.” Ms. Yaeger was 
equally “[Proud of] how hard 
everybody worked,” said Ms. 
Yaeger, “Walking back into 
school the next day with both 

NEWS, PAGE 2

Time to Splurge in the Name 
of Holiday Spirit!

OPINIONS, PAGE 4

Tips for Younger Classmen

SPORTS, PAGE 5

The Hawks Close Out the 
Season with a Fast-Paced 5k 

Race

ENTERTAINMENT, PAGE 6

Club Spotlight: Jewish Stu-
dent Union

Photo Credit: Sean Jamar // Clinton Post Staff
The Clinton girls (upper) and boys (lower) soccer teams after 

their championship games on November 14th.



Page 2 NEWS Friday, December 8, 2023

Time to Splurge in the Name of Holiday 
Spirit!

BY: VASILIA LASKOVA

 With fall ending and 
winter inching closer, the 
long-awaited holiday mar-
ket finally reopened!
 Although holiday 
music already plays in 
stores, trees are wrapped 
with lights, and holi-
day decorations claim 
their spots above roads, 
the market is an official 
start to the winter season 
and holiday festivities. It 
contains over dozens of 
cozy booths selling hot 
chocolate, desserts, paint-
ings, toys, jewelry, and all 
kinds of gems. The Union 
Square Holiday Market 
has been a bustling hub 
booming with business for 
30 years! 
 The Union Square 
Market was first organized 
in 1993 by Eldon Scott, 
who had worked for sev-
eral years at Urban Space 
Management in the United 
Kingdom. He aimed to 
open a holiday market in 
NYC similar to those he’d 
developed in London. He 
achieved his goal by orga-
nizing two holiday mar-
kets: The Grand Central 
Holiday Fair, and shortly 
after, the Union Square 
Holiday Market. Both mar-
kets are modeled loosely 
on Christkindlmarkts, 
traditional holiday street 
markets that began in Ger-
many in 1628. 
 Christkindlmarkts 
are held during Advent, the 
traditional, Christian four-
week preparation period 
leading up to Christmas. 
As a yearly reminder of 
the Christkindlmarkt in-
spiration that brought 
these holiday markets to 
life, there’s always at least 

one booth selling a warm, 
mulled wine spiced with 
cinnamon and sugar called 
Glühwein, a staple at the 
German markets. 
 Today, Eldon Scott 
is the president of Urban 
Space, and the Union 
Square Market is a holiday 
tradition for New Yorkers 
and out-of-towners alike, 
with over 150 vendors 
selling foods, handmade 
merchandise, and other 
trinkets waiting patiently 
to become your next im-
pulse purchase. The types 
of merchandise vary great-
ly at this holiday market, 
and for good reason. 
 Cora Riely, a fresh-
man at The Clinton School 
and holiday sweater ex-
pert agrees: “It’s a lot of 
handcrafted things that 
you can’t get in a big de-
partment store. I really 
like seeing all the different 
vendors.” 
 Josephine Barnwell, 
another freshman at the 
Clinton school, counting 
down to Christmas from 
what seems like a forever 
ago, also compliments the 
market’s atmosphere and 
merchandise: “I like how 
the market gets us in the 

festive mood, and I like 
how the stores are very 
diverse and have different 
types of foods and gifts 
you can give to friends and 
family.”
 When creating the 
winter market, Eldon 
Scott wanted to ensure 
that there would be varied 
offerings as opposed to the 
more generic street fairs 
that most New Yorkers 
are familiar with. For this 
reason, applicants are per-
sonally interviewed each 
year and asked to provide 
samples of their merchan-
dise. About a third of those 
selected are newcomers, 
some coming from as far 
as Bali and Lebanon, while 
other chosen vendors have 
been selling their merchan-
dise at the holiday markets 
since the very beginning.
 The warm wooden 
vendor booths that make 
up the holiday market 
village aren’t a happy 
coincidence either. Eldon 
Scott introduced these 
now-iconic wooden ven-
dor booths for the holiday 
market, which he refers to 
as “little buildings” that 
function within the mar-
kets’ roles as “acts of ur-

ban planning.” Each booth 
is rigged with electricity to 
keep lights and space heat-
ers running, all of which 
are powered by a huge 
biodiesel generator at the 
east side of Union Square. 
 The winter market 
embodies a welcoming 
atmosphere, one a Clinton 
freshman, hot chocolate 
lover and winter mar-
ket enthusiast, Schuyler 
Burstein, beautifully de-
scribes: “Even if you don’t 
want anything from the 
stores, the decorations are 
a treat that make you feel 
like you’re part of a winter 
wonderland, like Whoville 
from How Grinch Stole 
Christmas. The feeling you 
get from seeing the market 
being built is equivalent to 
the feeling of waking up to 
the first snow of the sea-
son.” 
 The winter market is 
open 11 AM - 8 PM Mon-
day through Friday, 10 AM 
- 8 PM on Saturdays, and 
11 AM - 7 PM on Sundays. 
Forget about your usual 
go-to places! Take your 
spending money on a fun 
trip to the Union Square 
Holiday Market right 
outside of Clinton. It’s a 
worthwhile experience 
just a few steps in the right 
direction. But it won’t 
be there forever, so go as 
much as you can until the 
dreaded day of December 
24, which marks the end 
of the Holiday Market. 
While there’s time, run, 
buy, and eat all you can at 
the Union Square Holiday 
Market. Happy Holidays!

Photo Credit: Time Out Group // Clinton Post Staff
The Union Square Holiday Market.
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Life as a Tired Senior
BY: VALERIE CHIU

 In a world where 
textbooks double as pil-
lows and deadlines trans-
form into dreams, the epi-
demic of sleep deprivation 
exists. Sleep is one of the 
necessary components that 
regulates well-being but is 
often considered an un-
obtainable luxury to stu-
dents, especially seniors. 
If you ask how students 
feel, “tired” will undoubt-
edly be one of the most 
common answers. Heads 
resting on desks, yawning, 
and sipping cups of coffee 
make up a large amount of 
activities that occur in the 
school environment. To be 
completely frank, many 
students are just sleep-de-
prived.
 It’s not fun to be 
tired, and for many stu-
dents, drowsiness is never 
necessarily their fault. As 
seniors, particularly those 
enrolled in the Internation-
al Baccalaureate program, 
the workload is intense, 
tiring, and overall stressful.  
It becomes increasingly 
difficult to balance school 
and outside life when each 
day, the amount of work 
somehow becomes more 
overwhelming than the 
last.  
 When speaking to 
Cleopatra Sweeney, a stu-
dent here at The Clinton 
School about their experi-
ence as a tired senior, she 
stated, “I found it hard to 
have the motivation to do 
my best. I began to real-
ize that time management 
was super important to 
have a balanced lifestyle 
of work and sleep.” Sleep 
deprivation has negatively 
impacted the performance 
of students in schools, as 
shown through decreasing 

his opinion on tired stu-
dents, he acknowledges 
procrastination, stating, 
“I’ve seen students not use 
class time to do work and 
then complain that they’re 
up really late at night do-
ing work so I think part 
of it is the choices kids 
make.” Procrastination for 
many students leads to the 
mass consumption of time 
and energy in one long, 
exhausting sitting as the 
deadline is right around the 
corner.

(For tips on managing the 
IB please check out the 
article: “Dealing with the 
IB: A Guide”) 

 It’s clear that both 
schools and students aren’t 
perfect but there should be 
some search for a middle 
ground. As Mr. Stanton 
states, “I see that the IB 
is a lot of work and that 
could eat away even if kids 
are well-focused, there’s 
just a lot of time that needs 
to be spent on academics.”  
There seems to be a lack of 
harmony between the two 
parties that if not patched 
will lead to an increase of 
the already large pool of 
tired students.
 It’s rather unfortu-
nate that so much of the 
student population is strug-
gling. It is critical that this 
issue be combated in order 
to cultivate and support the 
next generation of great 
thinkers. Whether teachers 
could better corroborate on 
the due dates of their as-
signments or students work 
on managing their stress 
and time management, 
more attention and action 
should be directed towards 
helping kids instead of re-
peating the cycle over and 
over again.

levels of focus, concentra-
tion, and other skills essen-
tial for a student’s success.  
As one can imagine, taking 
an exam becomes an even 
greater challenge when 
fighting to keep your eyes 
open.
 To understand the 
root of the issue, it is im-
perative to examine the 
role school plays. The 
amount of work assigned 
in conjunction with prior-
ities students have outside 
school causes many to 
push school work aside. 
“As an athlete, it is really 
hard to balance social life, 
athletics, and academics 
and still have time to my-
self. It can be all the more 
stressful as we are expect-
ed to perform very well 
both athletically and aca-
demically - it’s like double 
stress, time is scarce and 
time management is essen-
tial,” states a student-ath-
lete at The Clinton School.
 For seniors, many 
assumed that the workload 
would die down, but for 
those in the IB program, it 

turned out to be the com-
plete opposite. Seniors at 
The Clinton School take 
it with no surprise if they 
are assigned 3 tests every 
week.  
 It would be incom-
plete to not mention burn-
out in an article about tired 
seniors. After years of ac-
ademic exertion, climbing 
up the educational ladder, 
it’s inevitable that students 
face not only physical 
tiredness but also mental 
exhaustion. At some point, 
it feels like the work is 
never-ending. After fin-
ishing one thing, another 
thing seems to be added 
to the ‘to-do list’. Seniors 
crave a break but that is 
rarely granted.
 Aside from the 
scrutiny of schools’ con-
tribution to the tiredness 
of students, it also boils 
down to students them-
selves. Procrastination is 
one of the many factors 
that dominos into tired-
ness.  When speaking to 
Mr. Stanton, a teacher at 
The Clinton School, about 

Photo Credit: Valerie Chiu // Clinton Post Staff
The sleepiness students deal with in class. 



Page 4 OPINIONS Friday, December 8, 2023

Dealing With the IB: A Guide
BY: 

LILIANA KAGAWA

 Want to experience 
college before you’ve 
even turned 18? Ready 
for an overwhelming 
in-school workload ac-
companied by the already 
crushing pressures of 
junior and senior year? 
The IB (International 
Baccalaureate) is a rigor-
ous high school program 
that lasts for two years. 
If you’re thinking about 
going for the diploma, 
just know that the curric-
ulum isn’t easy. If you’ve 
already chosen to do the 
full IB diploma, here are 
some tips and tricks to 
help you cruise through 
the program.

1. Manage your time. 
Many of the big assess-
ments assigned in the IB 
feel far away. The Extend-
ed Essay (EE), which is a 
4,000-word investigation 
into a topic of your choos-
ing, will seem daunting 
yet distant. It’s assigned 
sometime in February 
of your junior year and 
won’t be due until De-
cember of your senior 
year. But if you don’t plan 
ahead accordingly, these 
dates can creep up on 
you—especially with the 
intense workload of the IB 
and college applications. 
The first thing to do when 
you’re introduced to a big 
assignment is to listen to 
your teachers and make a 
calendar. Though the dates 
on your calendar might 
not be set in stone, each 
checkpoint will serve as 
a reminder of where you 
should be.  

 DO NOT PRO-
CRASTINATE! I under-
stand some people work 
better under pressure (my-
self included), but the IB 
assignments are not some-
thing you can get done in 
one day. Putting yourself 
in that situation will only 
lead to a stressful night, 
the anxiety ramping up 
until 11:59. The due dates 
on the IB deadlines are of-
ten non-negotiable. Miss-
ing two on the EE takes 
you out of the full diplo-
ma, as does turning in the 
final EE late. These dead-
lines, which are absolute, 
require in-depth planning 
and preparation to finish 
on time comfortably.

2. Ask for help. It may 
seem difficult to ask ques-
tions, but your teachers 
are there to help you. The 
IB is a difficult program, 
and the adults around 
you understand that ev-
eryone requires different 
amounts of help. Office 
hours, though optional, 
are a great way for you to 
get assistance with a topic 
you’ve been struggling 
with. The time teachers 
have put aside for students 
is there for you, and suc-
cessful IB students will 
use these hours to their 
benefit. 
 The teachers at Clin-
ton aren’t the only people 
who can help you—look 
to your peers for help, 
whether that be through 
collaborative study groups 
or one-on-one tutoring 
sessions. The peer tutor-
ing club is a great way for 
you to get help while also 
allowing your peers to 
rack up community ser-
vice hours. 

3. Read and research 
thoroughly. Often, any 
questions you have about 
assignments are on the 
instructions given to you 
by the teacher. Reading 
and rereading these doc-
uments will give you a 
better picture of what 
your final hand-in should 
look like. Common mis-
takes on history papers, 
for example, are misun-
derstandings of what the 
prompt entails. Ensuring 
you know the difference 
between the command 
terms evaluate and dis-
cuss will guarantee you 
a better grade. The ma-
terials posted on Google 
Classroom are there for 
your benefit and can help 
you when your teachers 
cannot.

4. Learn how to study. In 
earlier years, you might 
be able to get away with 
studying in an inefficient, 
ineffective way. In the IB, 
study habits will make 
the difference between a 
failing test grade and a 
perfect score. Everyone 
learns differently and 
prefers different methods, 
like visual versus audible 
learning or reading versus 
writing. Learning what 
fits you best is a surefire 
method to easing the 
workload of the IB. In 
May of your senior year, 
you’ll be thanking your-
self as you have to recall 
topics and facts from the 
very beginning of 11th 
grade. 

5. Finally, keep your 
health up. The rigorous-
ness of the IB program 
means that often, you’ll 
be prioritizing your in-

tense workload over 
your physical and mental 
well-being. Being stressed 
can lower your ability to 
fight back against illness-
es, increasing the chances 
of you catching something 
like the common cold. 
It’s in your best interest 
to keep an eye on your-
self—grades aren’t worth 
destroying your health. 
Balance is the key to 
maintaining a good GPA 
and a positive mindset. If 
you have hobbies or like 
to play sports, make sure 
you take some time off of 
work every now and then 
to enjoy yourself. 

 If you do choose 
to go for the full diplo-
ma, don’t make it harder 
on yourself. Use every 
trick in the book to suc-
ceed, and it’ll be (mostly) 
smooth sailing until you 
graduate.
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The Hawks Close Out the Season with a 
Fast-Paced 5k Race

BY: ANNABEL 
BLUMENFELD & 
LAVANYA BIST

 The excitement 
was palpable at the Cross 
Country 5k City Champi-
onships. The weather at 
Van Cortlandt Park was 
sunny, a picture perfect 
day for running compared 
to the previous dreary 
meets. Although the bad 
weather never stopped the 
team from running and 
scoring well, it was defi-
nitely a welcome change. 
 November 4th 
marked a very important 
day for Clinton’s cross 
country team, as it was 
the last meet of the sea-
son. They set a new team 
record, with their average 
speed on races improv-
ing significantly! One 
of the ninth grade team 
members, Melia Murphy, 
came in fourth place in the 
varsity race and ran her 
personal best, 19:59:60. 
Recounting the thoughts 
she had when running the 
5k race, she said “While I 
was running, I had a goal 
set in my mind, and I was 
determined to run under 
20 minutes, so during this 
entire race I was just re-
minding myself to keep 
pushing myself and ac-
complish my goals.” 
 The persistence of 
the Clinton Hawks was 
eminent that day. They 
pushed through this long 
race with an assiduous 
outlook, which was no 
easy feat. There were 
steep ups and not many 
downs, as well as different 
terrains including grass 
and dirt. The competition 
was tough, with many oth-

not only on themselves 
but also on their team-
mates.” 
 Qualifying for the 
city championships was 
already an incredible ac-
complishment, and with 
many of the team mem-
bers beating their personal 
bests, this meet was an 
amazing way for the team 
to end the season. 

ton School 5k Team Race 
Record at Van Cortlandt 
Park. We also sent an indi-
vidual runner to the NYS 
Federation State Cham-
pionships.” It seems like 
the coach, along with the 
team captains, Cordelia 
Sireci and Parker Milian-
ta, were able to lead their 
team to an extremely suc-
cessful season. 
 Additionally, we 
were curious to find out 
how the team pushed 
through the many chal-
lenges of the season with 
the guidance of their 
coach and fellow team-
mates. Mr. David-Lang 
explained to us how, 
“Like all endurance 
events, Cross Country 
is both a physically and 
mentally challenging 
sport. As athletes, the 
runners learned to man-
age and persevere through 
their experiences of chal-
lenge and pain. They also 
learned to identify inju-
ries or times they needed 
additional support. They 
learned they could rely 

er accomplished and expe-
rienced teams competing. 
But the athletes were de-
termined to push them-
selves and end the season 
running their fastest. 
 We were also able 
to interview the team’s 
coach, Mr. David-Lang. 
We first asked him how 
he felt about the perfor-
mance of this year’s team 
and their achievments. 
He replied, telling us, 
“The Clinton Girls’ Cross 
Country Team had another 
fantastic season this past 
fall. With a practice squad 
of 35 runners, we spent 
ten weeks building an 
encouraging and positive 
community for athletes 
of all abilities to work on 
their physical/mental fit-
ness.” He explained the 
team’s many feats like 
how, “The Varsity team 
again qualified for the 
PSAL City Champion-
ships (the playoff event of 
the PSAL Cross Country 
League open to only 19 
girls’ teams citywide this 
year) and broke The Clin-

Photo Credit: Sheree Murphy // The Clinton Post 
Staff

The girls cross country team with their coach, Mr. 
David-Lang.
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Club Spotlight: Jewish Student Union 
(JSU)

BY: CHIARA MOINE

For this month’s edition, 
I interviewed Maya Cher-
torisky, the Jewish Stu-
dent Union’s upcoming 
president. JSU is one of 
the many different identity 
clubs that Clinton offers. 
Here is a little insight on 
what JSU is all about: a 
safe space and commu-
nity for Jewish Clinton 
students and even the 
non-Jewish students to 
talk and bond! 

Chiara Moine: What in-
spired you to join JSU and 
later become the up-and-
coming President? 

Maya Chertorisky: “I have 
always been passionate 
about my identity as a 
Jewish woman; it started 
at a young age when I was 
put in Hebrew school. 
I would spend every 
Monday after school for 
hours learning at the local 
synagogue. I have also 
always been passionate 
about anything related to 
Judaism and surrounding 
myself with people of 
like minds. It has been a 
comfortable space for me 
because I feel as if I really 
belong in this community. 
So, when I came to Clin-
ton and realized that there 
was a JSU club, I knew 
I had to join. Since then, 
I have been a member 
since middle school, but 
in 9th grade, I decided I 
wanted to take on a bigger 
role. I applied for a board 
position which led me to 
where I am now! It has 
been a really memorable 
experience being a part 
of this community here at 

Clinton. I must say that I 
am very proud of what we 
have been able to accom-
plish within JSU.” 

CM: What is your goal 
with this club?

MC: “The board’s main 
goal for the club is to con-
tinue what it has been do-
ing for years; JSU at Clin-
ton has been known to be 
a safe and comfortable 
space for students to join, 
have fun, voice their opin-
ions, and be part of a com-
munity. My personal goal 
is to continue this legacy, 
even after all of the cur-
rent board members are 
gone. This year, we just 
elected a new set of board 
members that will hope-
fully continue this legacy 
of empowerment of not 
only the Jewish commu-
nity but the entirety of the 
Clinton community.”

CM: Do you have any 
events that are coming up 
for the JSU club?

MC: “Yes! As of right 
now, the JSU board mem-
bers are communicating 
with administration to 
plan a fundraiser for the 
current political climate 
of the Middle East. We 
will not be picking a re-
ligion-specific charity, 
but our goal is to donate 
to charities that are aid-
ing the situation and the 
victims on both sides of 
the conflict. This will be 
JSU’s first major scale 
fundraiser, and we are 
heading this fundraiser 
with a lot of passion; we 
can not wait! Make sure 
to stay tuned for further 
details soon!” 

CM: How is your club 
turnout? How do you 
think the presence of this 
club has impacted the 

Jewish community here at 
Clinton? 

MC: “Clinton’s JSU club 
is known to be one of the 
identity clubs that has the 
largest turnout. We have 
upwards of between 30 
to 35 kids coming to the 
meetings every Tuesday 
during lunch. Our meet-
ings are a highlight of 
the week, and everyone 
should come and immerse 
themselves in a true JSU 
experience! We welcome 
everyone, even if you are 
not Jewish. I think the 
presence of this club has 
created an accepting and 
empowering communi-
ty. I know that I can seek 
assistance from any of 
my fellow members, even 
when it does not involve 
the club. It has truly been 
a wonderful journey and 
experience.” 

CM: When is the next op-
portunity to join JSU? 

MC: “We are always 
looking for new members; 
everyone is welcome to 
come even if you’re not 
in the Google Classroom. 
Come during lunch on 
Tuesdays in the Hawks 
Nest and the Jewish Stu-
dent Union will welcome 
you! We have pizza every 
week!”

Photo Credit: Chiara Moine // Clinton Post Staff
The JSU board members on Tuesday, November 21st 

meeting!
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Holiday Gift Guide
BY: LIVI LASNER

 The holidays are 
nearing the corner, and 
will be here before you 
know it! Get ready for a 
comfy season with some 
new gifts! If you are hav-
ing trouble finding the 
perfect gift for a loved 
one, this article is for you.
 Do you have that 
one person in your life 
that is impossible to get 
a gift for? It seems like 
they have everything they 
want already? Consider 
getting them a candle, to 
soothe them after a long 
day, set a mood, and make 
their home smell nice! A 
candle can either be really 
cheap or really expensive, 
but it’s the perfect gift for 
anyone, no matter who 
your special person is. 
Target, Amazon, and Bath 
and Body Works are some 
candle selling stores that 
can help you find your 
gift! My favorite candle 
scent is called Snowflakes 
and Cashmere from Bath 
and Body Works!
 

 If you ask me, find-
ing a gift for siblings is 
very tough to do. If you 
have a sibling under 12, 
consider getting them a 
stuffed animal, candy, or 
an arts and crafts set. If 
your sibling is older than 
12, maybe get them a gift 
card, a piece of clothing, 
or even spend time with 
them and take them out 

for a meal! Quality time 
with your siblings is ir-
replaceable, and can help 
strengthen your bond with 
one another; as you get 
older and potentially go to 
different schools or live in 
different places. The time 
you spend together now 
will become (hopefully 
positive) memories that 
you can look back on. 
 

 If you are doing  a 
gift swap between friends 
or family, you can never 
go wrong with anything 
stationary related. Fresh 
pens, notebooks, high-
lighters, markers and way 
more, can be perfect for 
anybody. Personally, I 
love opening a new pack-
age of pens and throwing 
away my old, nasty ones. 
Fresh supplies are an easy 
way to make someone 
smile and make their work 
day just a bit brighter.
 

 Overall, any gift, 
no matter how big or 
small, how expensive or 
inexpensive, can be super 
sentimental and thought-
ful. It’s not about what 
you buy, it’s the thought 
that counts. Every time 
the person you’re shop-
ping for sees the object 
that you buy them, it’s a 
reminder of you and your 
friendship with them, 
or their appreciation of 
you. Gifts are an easy 
way to express your af-
fection and appreciation 
for your loved ones, and 
even if you don’t feel like 
spending money, you can 
always make a gift using 
materials you have access 
to. You can make your 
friends or family a piece 
of origami, a pretty and 
thoughtful card, or even 
a piece of jewelry! Gifts 
don’t have to be material-
istic, it’s way more special 
if it comes from the good-
ness and love from your 

heart. Even if you don’t 
make a gift or a card, just 
letting someone know 
how much you love and 
appreciate them will make 
your beloved family and 
friends feel very jolly!

 

Photo Credit: iStock // Clinton Post Staff
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Highly Anticipated New 
Mean Girls Release! 
 Mean Girls was origi-
nally released in 2004, fea-
turing many stars such as 
Rachel McAdams, Lindsay 
Lohan, Amanda Seyfried, 
Lacey Chabert, and Tina Fey. 
On November 8th, 2023, 
Paramount Pictures released 
the much-anticipated trail-
er for the new Mean Girls 
movie. Tina Fey, who wrote 
the original screenplay, has 
returned to write for the 
upcoming movie, which is 
set to release in theaters on 
January 12, 2024. 
 The movie will be a 
musical, based on the Broad-
way show. Despite the fact 
that the new movie will be a 
musical, fans were confused 
to find that the new movie 
trailer does not feature any 
songs from the Broadway 
musical.
 The cast of the new 
movie was announced in 
December 2022 and is set to 
star Angourie Rice as Cady 
Heron, Reneé Rapp as Re-
gina George, Bebe Wood as 
Gretchen Wieners, Avantika 
Vandanapu as Karen Smith, 
and Christoper Briney as 
Aaron Samuels. 
 However, Mean Girls 
is not new to all of the cast 
in the new film. Rapp, who 
will star as Regina, also 
played Regina George on 
the Broadway adaptation of 
Mean Girls. Although none 
of the original plastics are 
set to reprise their roles, Tina 
Fey and Tim Meadows will 
return. Fey will play Ms. 
Norbury and Meadows will 
play his character, Principal 
Duvall.
 It appears that in the 
future, Amanda Seyfried, 
Lindsay Lohan, and Lacey 
Chabert are open to reprising 
their roles. They recently re-
prised their roles along with 
other cast members from 

of the album. If you enjoy 
Taylor’s discography, stay 
tuned in as the release of the 
next album is likely not far!

Inside Out 2
 Disney and Pixar’s 
Inside Out 2 returns to the 
mind of new teenager Riley.
 Inside Out, which was 
first released in 2015, is a 
coming-of-age movie about 
11-year-old protagonist Riley 
Andersen. The film is cen-
tered around the emotions in 
her head, how she deals with 
change, and moving to a new 
place. The plan to create a 
sequel was first announced 
in 2022, and the film is set to 
come out in June 2024. The 
trailer for Inside Out 2 was 
released on November 9, 
2023! 
 The new film will 
feature the five original 
emotions, Sadness, Joy, Fear, 
Disgust, and Anger, along-
side new emotions, Anxiety, 
Ennui, Embarrassment, and 
Envy! The only new char-
acter featured in the trailer 
was Anxiety, which will be 
voiced by Stranger Things 
star Maya Hawke! It has yet 
to be announced who will 
voice the other three char-
acters. The new film stars 
Riley as a teenager and is 
also about the challenges of 
growing up, and dealing with 
rapid change, and complex 
emotions.
 If you enjoyed Inside 
Out, be sure to check out 
Inside Out 2 next June for a 
sense of nostalgia!

ber 27, 2023, she impressive-
ly held eight of the top 10 
spots. 
 In 2019, Taylor’s 
masters—her rights to her 
songs and their uses—were 
sold to a known enemy of 
hers, Scooter Braun. Braun 
worked alongside rapper 
Kanye West, who is not on 
good terms with Swift as 
a result of the 2016 feud 
and other events. Allegedly, 
Braun offered Swift to earn 
her masters to her albums 
while working under his 
record label RBMG Records. 
However, like the mas-
termind she is, Swift took 
the opportunity to release 
“Taylor’s Version” albums, 
which she owns. These are 
re-recordings of her previous 
albums plus vault tracks. She 
has since released four “Tay-
lor’s Version” albums, some 
charting better than they did 
following their initial re-
lease.
 Her re-recorded songs 
hold the same nostalgia the 
original record holds, and 
hold a new sense of maturity 
and depth. Her most recently 
released “Taylor’s Version” 
album was 1989 (Taylor’s 
Version). 1989 (Taylor’s 
Version) was released with 
five vault tracks: “Slut!,” 
“Say Don’t Go,” “Now That 
We Don’t Talk,” “Suburban 
Legends,” and “Is it Over 
Now?” All five songs are 
reminiscent of her 1989 era, 
and somehow make an al-
ready astounding album even 
more impressive. The tracks 
have a sound that fits in with 
1989, yet helps to bridge the 
gap between her most recent 
album Midnights.
 Since the release of the 
album, Swift has returned 
to her South American leg 
of her Eras Tour. Some 
Swifties, Taylor’s devoted 
fans, anticipated the an-
nouncement of reputation 
(Taylor’s Version) in Buenos 
Aires. However, Swift is yet 
to announce the release date 

the original Mean Girls, in 
a Walmart+ commercial. 
The commercial was re-
leased on November 1, with 
Lohan posting about the ad 
on her Instagram account. 
Fans loved this commer-
cial, which featured many 
iconic moments from the 
movie including the “Jin-
gle Bell Rock’’ scene, and 
well-known phrases from the 
movie like “fetch” and “gru-
el”. 
 Some fans of the 
original movie are skepti-
cal, but many fans are very 
excited and ready to rush to 
the theaters. Some people 
worry the new movie won’t 
live up to the original movie, 
and that the new cast cannot 
compare to the famous and 
iconic first cast. Others are 
confused as to why the new 
trailer features no singing, 
despite the fact it is a musi-
cal, and worry many will be 
in for a shock when they see 
the movies in theaters. Re-
gardless, the movie is highly 
anticipated and fans will be 
ready to see the movie on 
January 12!

1989 (Taylor’s Version)
 Taylor Swift recently 
re-released her iconic album 
1989, on October 27, holding 
eight of the top 10 spots on 
the Billboard Hot 100. In this 
re-release, she also released 
five vault tracks, unreleased 
songs written in the era of 
each album. Some may won-
der why Swift has recently 
re-released 1989; the reason 
for this goes back to 2019.
 When 1989 was first 
released in 2014, it marked 
Taylor Swift’s full transi-
tion from country to pop. It 
certainly did not disappoint! 
This blockbuster album had 
three songs reach number 
one on the Billboard Hot 
100, and topped the Bill-
board 200, the United States’ 
standard record chart, for 
eleven weeks! With her 
re-release of 1989, on Octo-

Entertainment Refresh! What’s New?
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